
 
 

Size of Hollow Section Diameter of Vent/Drainage Holes 

25mm 10mm 

25-50mm 12mm 

50-100mm 16mm 

100-150mm 20mm 

>150mm 25mm 

Vent/drainage holes are required in all 

tubular fabrications that are to be 

galvanized. Drainage holes are also 

required in channel, angle and RSJ 

sections, were the welding together of 

the sections forms pockets that would 

trap zinc or air. 

The correct placement of holes is an 

important factor affecting both the 

quality of the zinc coating and the 

weight of zinc that is applied to the 

work.   

The table across shows the minimum 

size of hole required.   

  

As a general rule….. 

“The bigger the better” 

Please click on the tabs above for examples of good drainage. 

  Why are Vent Holes Important? 

Safety Notice: 

Water or other solutions can enter hollow sections during fabrication or during the galvanizing 

process.  When the steelwork  is dipped into the zinc bath (which is heated to 450 degrees C) 

the water is converted into steam.  This results in the solution/water expanding approximately 

1750 times its original volume.  Pressures of 50MPa can be produced! 

Hot Dip Galvanizers, Shotblasters and Industrial 
Painters 


